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Amy Hawthorne is a specialist on the Middle East and U.S. policy toward the region. She has 
particular expertise on Egypt and on regional politics, human rights, civil society, and U.S. 
foreign assistance. 
 
Since October 2015, Ms. Hawthorne has served as the Deputy Director for Research at the 
Project on Middle East Democracy (POMED). Prior to joining POMED, she served as Resident 
Senior Fellow with the Atlantic Council’s Rafik Hariri Center for the Middle East, where she 
focused on Egypt and Tunisia. Before that, she served for two years at the Department of State 
during the Arab Uprisings, where she helped to coordinate interagency support for Egypt’s 
post-Mubarak transition. Ms. Hawthorne also previously served as founding executive director 
of the Hollings Center for International Dialogue and a fellow at the Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace, where she focused on Arab reform. She began her Washington career at 
the International Foundation for Electoral Systems, where as Senior Program Officer for the 
Middle East she managed democracy-promotion programs across the Arab world. 
 
Ms. Hawthorne’s analysis and media commentary have been featured in Foreign Affairs, 
Foreign Policy, New York Times, Washington Post, Los Angeles Times, NPR, CNN, FOX News, BBC 
News, and other outlets. 
 
Ms. Hawthorne received her BA in history from Yale University with honors and her MA in 
modern Middle Eastern studies at the University of Michigan. A Fulbright Scholar in Egypt, she 
has advanced skills in Arabic and has spent extensive time in the Arab world (especially Egypt) 
and in Turkey. 

  

 


